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From 
Founder's Heart

Kaumudi Nagaraju

S i x t y - f ou r  yea r s  a f t e r  cas t e

un touchab i l i t y  was  abo l i shed  by

the  Cons t i t u t i on ,  can  we  say  t ha t

t he  cas t e  sy s t em  i s  ac tua l l y

be i ng  ob l i t e r a t ed?

I n  t he  v i l l age  whe re  I  g rew  up ,  t he r e

used  t o  be  on l y  one  d r i nk i ng  wa te r

we l l  nex t  t o  a  b ig  banyan  t r ee  whe re

we  used  t o  p l ay .  A  f ew  peop le  whom  I

neve r  saw  i n s i de  my  v i l l age  used  t o

come  f o r  wa te r ,  wa i t  f o r  someone  t o  f i l l

t he i r  po t s .  When  I  asked  a  f r i end ,  she

to ld  me  t ha t  t hey  a re  no t  supposed  t o

t ouch  t he  we l l  because  t hey  a re

un touchab l e s .  Whi l e  t ha t  was  c r yp t i c

f o r  me ,  I  cou ldn ’ t  f i nd  sa t i s f y i ng

answe r s  t o  any  o f  my  subsequen t

ques t i ons .

I n  2019 ,  I nd i a  Today  TV  v i s i t ed  t he

p l ace  whe re  Dr  Ambedka r  s t a r t ed  h i s

sa t yag raha  i n  1927  demand ing  t ha t

Da l i t s  be  a l l owed  t o  use  we l l s  and

ponds  used  by  uppe r  cas t e s .  When

asked  i f  t he  d i sc r im ina t i on  i s  ove r ,  a

Da l i t  woman  sa id  “Now  wa te r  i s  no t  an

i s sue  as  we  have  wa te r  connec t i on

he re .  Bu t  d i sc r im ina t i on  s t i l l  ex i s t s .

None  o f  t he  uppe r  cas t e  peop le  j o i n  us

du r i ng  f e s t i v a l s  o r  any  ce l eb r a t i ons .

They  neve r  ea t  wi th  us  o r  ca l l  us  ove r . ”  

They  a ren ’ t  be ing  asked  t o  s t ep  away

f r om  uppe r  cas t e  househo lds ,  bu t  t hey

a re  s t i l l  be ing  i gno red  and  dep r i ved  o f

bas i c  f a c i l i t i e s .  

Da l i t  women ,  who  a re  c lo se  t o  16%  o f

I nd i a ' s  f ema le  popu l a t i on ,  f a ce  a  " t r i p l e

bu rden "  o f  cas t e  d i sc r im ina t i on ,

gende r  b i a s ,   and  econom ic

dep r i v a t i on .  As  pe r  NCRB  da ta ,  t en

Da l i t  women  were  r aped  eve r y  day  i n

I nd i a  i n  2019 .

I s  i t  d i f f e r en t  i n  u rban  a reas?  The

u rban  I nd i ans  c l a im  t o  no t  p rac t i ce

cas t e  d i sc r im ina t i on ,  bu t  i t  i s  be ing

sub t l y  ca r r i ed  i n  many  ways .  Urban

a reas  j u s t  r eph ra sed ,  r eb r anded  and

came  up  wi th  a  p re t en t i ous l y

j u s t i f i ab l e  ve r s i on  o f  t he  cas t e  sy s t em :

‘Commun i t y ’ .

We  migh t  ac tua l l y  be  assum ing  t ha t

t he re  i s  no  cas t e -based  d i sc r im ina t i on

these  days ,  bu t  by  r e f u s i ng  t o  accep t

i t s  p resence  we  con t r i bu t e  t o  i t s

p r eva l ence .  We  need  t o  acknow ledge

and  accep t  r e spons ib i l i t y  t o  change

ou r  mindse t ,  and  we  need  t o  b reak  t he

shack l e s  o f  d i sc r im ina t i on ,  on l y  t hen

ou r  d ream  o f  be ing  a  g loba l

supe rpowe r  wi l l  t u rn  i n t o  r ea l i t y .

“The first step in solving a
problem is recognizing there is
one.” - Will Mcavoy in the U.S.
TV Series, ‘The Newsroom’.
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From 
Editor's Heart 

Sampada Kuwar

Th i s  i s s ue  o f  Hea r t - t o -Hea r t  i s

spec i a l .  I t  i s  more  ca r e f u l l y

cu r a t ed  t h an  t h e  p rev i ous  ones ,

mo re  me t i cu l ous l y  des i gned  and

mo re  empa the t i c  t o  t h e

commun i t y  t h a t  i t  add re s se s .  As

D r .  Sow j anya  Tama l apaku l a  say s

i n  he r  i n t e r v i ew  i n  t h i s  i s s ue ,  we

shou l d  s t and  i n  so l i d a r i t y  w i t h

t hem ,  i n s t e ad  o f  pa t r on i z i ng .  And

tha t  i s  exac t l y  wha t  we  w i sh  t o

commun i ca t e  t h r ough  t h e se

pages -  So l i d a r i t y .  

As  I  s i f t  t h r ough  t h i s  i s s ue ,  I  am

rem inded  o f  t h e  my r i ad  o f

p rob l ems  t h e  Da l i t  commun i t y

f a ce s  and  t h e  my r i ad  o f  ways

t h r ough  wh i ch  t h ey  cou l d  be

he l ped .  The  d i s c r im i na t i on  i s

a lmos t  as  b l a t an t  as  i t  was  yea r s

ago  bu t  now ,  we  see  peop l e  deny

i t s  p re sence  a l t oge t he r ,  wh i ch

makes  i t  an  even  more  d i f f i c u l t

p r ob l em  t o  t a c k l e .  We  cou l d  on l y

hope  t h a t  t h i s  i s s ue  t a ke s  a  s t ep

i n  t h e  r i gh t  d i r ec t i on  t owa rd s

awa renes s .

O t he r  t h an  t h i s ,  we  h i gh l i gh t  t h e

p ro j ec t s  t h a t  LSF  has  conduc t ed ,

ma i n l y  COV ID  r e l i e f  wo rk  i n  t r i b a l

ham le t s  and  mens t r ua l  hyg i ene

campa i gns .  

I like the religion that
teaches liberty, equality
and fraternity.

- Dr Ambedkar
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When  you  t h i nk  o f  f ema le  mus i c i ans ,

B i ha r ' s  Sav i t a  Dev i  i s  no t  a  name  t ha t

immed i a t e l y  comes  t o  mind .  Howeve r ,

she  i s  cu r r en t l y  quash ing  a l l  so r t s  o f

t r ad i t i on  and  d i sc r im ina t i on  by

l ead ing  t he  a l l -woman  Mahada l i t  d rum

band .  The  Na r i  Gun j an  Sangam  Mah i l a

Band ,  f r om  Dh ib r a  v i l l age  nea r  Pa tna ,

has  b roken  s t e r eo t ypes  on  many

l eve l s .  No t  on l y  t he  Da l i t  t ag  s tuck  on

these  women ,  t hey  a l so  had  t o  ba t t l e

naysaye r s  who  c l a imed  t ha t  p l ay i ng

d rums  a t  va r i ous  f e s t i v a l s  and

func t i ons  i s  a  man ’ s  j ob .  F rom

p rev i ous l y  ea rn i ng  abou t  Rs  100  da i l y

wages  f o r  l abo r i ng  on  t he  f a rm ,  each

band  membe r  now  ea rns  abou t  Rs  500

pe r  pe r f o rmance .  Apa r t  f r om  be ing

f i nanc i a l l y  i ndependen t ,  t hey  a l so

con t r i bu t e  t o  he lp  up l i f t  o the r  women

in  s im i l a r  cond i t i ons .  Sav i t a  Dev i

r eca l l s  how  l oud l y  bea t i ng  t he i r  d rums

a round  homes  whe re  domes t i c

v i o l ence
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5 Dalit Women
Who Braved All
Odds to Make
Their Mark

v i o l ence  occu r s  has  he lped  d raw  a t t en -

t i on  and  a l e r t  v i l l age r s  wh ich  u l t ima te -

l y  he lped  i n  r educ ing  c r ime

Savita Devi1.

2. Radhika Vemula

Fo l l ow ing  t he  dea th  o f  he r  son  Roh i t h

Vemu la ,  a  Da l i t  s tuden t  who  was

sub j ec t ed  t o  immense  d i sc r im ina t i on  and

v io l ence  i n  2016 ,  Radh i ka  s t ands  as  a

beacon  o f  cou rage  t o  r e s i s t ance  t ha t  t he

i nc iden t  had  spa r ked .  Uncoope ra t i ve

au tho r i t i e s ,  name  ca l l i ng ,  pub l i c  mud -

s l i ng i ng ,  abuse  were  some  o f  t he

p rob l ems  t ha t  she  had  t o  ba t t l e  on  he r

ques t  f o r  j u s t i ce  f o r  he r  son  and  f ou r  o f

h i s  Da l i t  f r i ends .  I n s t ead  o f  back ing

down  i n  t he  f a ce  o f  ha ra s smen t ,  t h i s

m idd l e -aged  woman ,  she  s t r eng thened

he r  demand  f o r  t he  t r u t h .  Radh i ka  

 se t t l emen t s

By Sumedha Bhattacharya 
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wi l l powe r ,  g r i t  and  t he  be l i e f  i n

you r se l f  t ha t  you  can  ach i eve  wha t

you  se t  ou t  t o  do .  She  was  bo rn  i n  a

Da l i t  f am i l y  and  qu i t e  ea r l y  on

sub j ec t ed  t o  d i sc r im ina t i on  and

un touchab i l i t y  a t  he r  schoo l .  A

v i c t im  o f  ch i l d  mar r i age ,  she  had  t o

d rop  ou t  o f  schoo l  when  she  was  i n

t he  seven th  s t anda rd .  Wha t  f o l l owed

was  a  ha r row ing  phase  o f

unspeakab l e  t o r t u r e  t ha t  t r ansp i r ed

i n to  men ta l  and  phys i ca l  abuse

wh i ch  f o r ced  he r  t o  a t t emp t  su i c i de .

L i f e  gave  he r  a  second  chance  and

Ka lpana  made  su re  t ha t  she  made

the  mos t  o f  i t .  She  app l i ed  f o r  a  l o an

and  l e a rned  eve r y th i ng  she  needed

to  know  t o  ge t  a  bus i nes s  s t a r t ed

f r om  t he  g round  up .  By  v i r t ue  o f  he r

de te rm ina t i on ,  she  l anded  up  a t

Kaman i  Tubes  wh ich  was  a

de te r i o r a t i ng  company .  She  r o se  t o

t he  pos i t i on  o f  cha i rman  and  pu l l ed

the  company  ou t  o f  bank rup tcy .  A t

p re sen t ,  t he  company  i s  va l ued  a t

112$mn ,  some th i ng  no  one  wou ld

have  be l i e ved  abou t  he r  a  coup le  o f

yea r s  ago .

3. Kalpana Saroj

5 Dalit Women Who
Braved All Odds to
Make Their Mark

Bo rn  i n  pove r t y   and  sub j ec t ed  t o

i nhuman  abuse ,  she  ove rcame

imposs ib l e  odds  t o  become  one  o f  t he

mos t  sough t  -  a f t e r  en te r eneu r s  i n  t he

coun t r y .  She  i s  a  f i rm  be l i e ve r  o f  t he

no t i on  t ha t  one  doesn ’ t  need  f ancy

deg rees  o r  a  p r i v i l eged  upb r i ng ing  t o

make  i t  i n  l i f e .   A l l  you  need  i s  shee r   

a t t ended  p ro te s t s  ac ros s  t he  coun t r y ,

l ed  marches  and  v i s i t ed  Da l i t

s e t t l emen t s   t o  d i scuss  t he i r  common

s t r ugg l e s  and  advoca te  f o r  t he  an t i -

d i sc r im ina t i on  Roh i t h  Ac t  t o  p ro tec t

Da l i t  s tuden t s  on  campuses .  A  s i ng l e

mo the r ,  she  d ropped  ou t  o f  schoo l  i n

t he  10 th  s t anda rd  and  had  b rough t  up

he r  t h r ee  ch i l d r en  by  work i ng  as  a

t a i l o r .  .  I n s t ead  o f  accep t i ng  t he  l i f e  o f

a  v i c t im ,  Radh i ka  Amma  as  she  i s

popu l a r l y  ca l l ed  has  s i nce  been  a t  t he

fo r e f r on t  o f  s tuden t - l ed  p ro te s t s ,

human  r i gh t s  and  f eed ing  t he  needy

du r i ng  t he  l o ckdown .  

4. Roshmitha
Harimurthy
I n  2016 ,  22 -yea r -o ld  Roshm i tha

Ha r imu r t hy  became  t he  f i r s t

s chedu l ed  cas t e  winne r  i n  I nd i a ,  a t

a  t r ad i t i ona l  beau t y  pagean t ,  Miss

D i va  Un i ve r se .  He r  pa ren t s  had  an

in t e r  cas t e  mar r i age  wi th  he r

f a t he r ’ s  s i de  be ing  f r om  a  Da l i t

backg round  and  f o r  yea r s  he r  f am i l y

had  been  shunned  and  been  f a c i ng

un res t .  Ha r imu r t hy  p roud l y  accep t s

he r  Da l i t  he r i t age  and  p l ans  t o  use

he r  pos i t i on  o f  p r i v i l ege  t o  sp read  
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academ ics .  She  was  b le s sed  wi th

pa ren t s  who  saw  he r  po ten t i a l  and

u rged  he r  t o  pu r sue  he r  d reams .The

jou rney  wasn ’ t  easy  t o  beg in  wi th

and  she  f a ced  phys i ca l  and

emo t i ona l  abuse  i n  he r  schoo l .  He r

exce l l ence  i n  academ ics  pa id  o f f  and

she  was  h i r ed  as  a  Sansk r i t  t e ache r

o f  a  n igh t  schoo l  f o r  

unde rp r i v i l eged  ch i l d r en  and  he r

j ou rney  as  a  Sansk r i t  educa to r

s t a r t ed .  She  was  dec l a r ed  a  Sansk r i t

pand i t a  by  t he  Nagpu r

mahav idya l a l a ,  f i n a l l y  r e t i r i ng  a f t e r

decades  o f  t e ach ing  as  head  o f

depa r tmen t  o f  Sansk r i t  f r om

Gove rnmen t  Co l l ege ,  Amrava t i .  She

became  a  membe r  o f  t he  a l l  I nd i a

p rog re s s i ve  Womens  movemen t ,  t he

na t i ona l  f ede r a t i on  f o r  Da l i t  women

and  kep t  campa ign ing  f o r  i n t e r -cas t e

ma r r i ages .  He r  i n sp i r a t i on  as  she

says  was  he r  be l i e f  i n  t he

Amde rka r i t e  p r i nc ip l e s  o f  l i be r t y ,

f r eedom ,  i n t e l l e c tua l  f r eedom  and

soc i a l  f r eedom .

 

awa reness  and  work  t owa rds  t he

up l i f tmen t  o f  membe r s  o f  t h i s

commun i t y .  He r  v i c to r y ,  she  hopes ,

w i l l  empowe r  o the r  young  women  t o

l ook  beyond  cas t e  and  co lou r .

5 Dalit Women Who
Braved All Odds to
Make Their Mark

5. Dr Kumudini
Sonkuwar Pawde
Dr .  Pawde ’ s  s to r y  beg in s  as  a  l i t t l e  g i r l

bo rn  i n  1938  t o  a  d i r t  poo r  Maha r  Da l i t

f am i l y  i n  Nagpu r  g row ing  up  t o  

 become  a  pand i t  o f  h igh  Sansk r i t .

S i nce  a  ve r y  ea r l y  age  she  was

in t e r e s t ed  and  p roved  he r  met t l e  i n   
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On  t he  g loba l  p l a t f o rm ,  she

un inh ib i t ed l y  spoke  abou t  how  Dr .

B .R .  Ambedka r  i s  he r  i n sp i r a t i on  and

how  she  embraces  h i s  i deas  on

women ’ s  equa l i t y  and  wha t  he r  c rown

mean t  f o r  he r  commun i t y .  She  i s  one

o f  t he  ve r y  f ew  women  who  has  been

ab l e  t o  r i s e  and  make  t he i r  mark

g loba l l y  and  change  t he  pe rcep t i on  o f

wha t  Da l i t  women  cou ld  l ook  l i k e  –

among  o the r s  a l so  as  ma ins t r eam

idea l s  o f  beau t y .
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Dr  Sow janya  Tama l apaku l a  ho lds  a

Ph .D  i n  t he  a rea  o f  V io l ence ,  Gende r

and  Cas te  f r om  t he  Eng l i sh  and  Fo re ign

Languages  Un i ve r s i t y ,  Hyde rabad .  Area

o f  he r  s tudy  i s  gende r  and

in t e r sec t i ona l i t i e s  wi th  pa r t i cu l a r

emphas i s  on  t he  i s sues  o f  Da l i t  women .

She  i s  cu r r en t l y  t e ach ing  and  gu id i ng

in  t he  Schoo l  o f  Gende r  S tud i e s  a t  Ta ta

I n s t i t u t e  o f  Soc i a l  Sc i ences ,

Hyde rabad .  She  t e aches

i n t e r sec to i na l i t i e s ,  sexua l i t y ,  c inema ,

med i a  and  women  wr i t i ng  f o r  t he  pos t -

g radua te  s tuden t s .  She  has  pub l i shed

in  va r i ous  na t i ona l  and  i n t e r -na t i ona l

j ou rna l s  on  gende r ,  cas t e ,  c inema  and

med i a .  He r  r ecen t  pape r  “Cas te - i ng

Quee r  I den t i t i e s ”  pub l i shed  i n  NUJS -

Law  Rev i ew  j ou rna l  i s  a  c r i t i que  on  how

cas te  ope ra t e s  i n  t he  quee r  i n t ima te

spaces .  Ano the r  pape r s  t i t l ed  ‘Po l i t i c s

o f  I n t e r -cas t e  Mar r i age  among  Da l i t s :

“Po l i t i c a l  as  Pe r sona l ” ’  has  been

pub l i shed  i n  As i an  Su rvey ,  Un i ve r s i t y  o f

Ca l i f o rn i a ,  Be rke l ey .  She  has  been

inv i t ed  t o  con t r i bu t e  a  pape r

‘ “Wha teve r  Happened  t o  Jog ta  Jog t i n? :

I n s t r umen ta l i t y  o f  Re l i g i on  i n  non -

B rahman  Cu l t u r a l  Asse r t i on  and

Ma rg ina l i z a t i on  o f  Da l i t s ’  f o r  t he

Jou rna l  o f  Cr i t i c a l  Ph i l o sophy  o f  Race ,

Penn  s t a t e  Un i ve r s i t y .  She  con t r i bu t e s

r egu l a r l y  t o  As i an  Age ,  Deccan

Ch ron i c l e ,  The  Wi re ,  The  News  Minu te ,

The  C i t i z en ,  The  P r i n t ,  You th  K i  Awaz ,

Ve l i v ada  and  Round tab l e  I nd i a .  

Interview with 
Dr. Sowjanya
Tamalapakula

1. Hello Dr Sowjanya, it's a great privilege
talking to you! You are so inspiring for a lot of
people! We would like to know what inspired
you to take this subject for further studies.
Was there a particular life experience that
made you want to get more perspective in this
field?
L i ke  any  o the r  g i r l  who  i s  g row ing  up  i n

a  soc i e t y  l i k e  ou r s ,  t he r e  were  a  l o t  o f

ques t i ons  on  my  mind .  I  was  f i nd i ng

ce r t a i n  answe r s  t o  my  cu r i o s i t y  and

ques t i ons .  i n  t he  s tud i e s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,

pa r t i cu l a r l y  f em in i s t  l i t e r a t u r e  and  pos t

co lon i a l i sm  and  Marx i s t  movemen t s .  I

was  g row ing  up  i n  v i l l age  and  sma l l    

t own  spaces ,  and  I  had  s t r ong

ques t i ons  i n  my  mind  abou t  pe r s i s t en t

i nequa l i t i e s  i n  t he  soc i e t y  and  why

women ' s  bod ie s  a re  owned  by  men .

The re  was  r ampan t  sexua l  ha ra s smen t

t ha t  has  been  condoned  as  eve - t e a s i ng

and  so  na tu r a l i z ed /no rma l i z ed   i n  ou r

soc i e t y .  Grow ing  up  as  a  g i r l  i n  t h i s

soc i e t y ,  t hese  ques t i ons  t r oub l ed  me  a

lo t .  Fo r  examp le ,  we  were  a  g roup  o f  5 -

6  g i r l s  who  wen t  t o  p r i v a t e  t u i t i ons  and

on  t he  way ,  we  hea rd  sc reams  o f  a

woman  f r om  a  nea rby  house  as  i f

s omeone  was  t h r a sh i ng  he r .  We  ca l l ed

peop le ,  a  l o t  o f  men  ga the red ,  a  man

wen t  i n s i de ,  came  ou t  a f t e r  a  coup le  o f

m inu te s  and  t o l d  us  " i t ' s  okay  no th i ng

i s  t he r e ,  you  a l l  can  go . "  We  i n s i s t ed  t o

know  wha t  happened ,  he  sa id  " i t ' s

be tween  a  husband  and  wi f e ,  so  t he r e

i s  no  j ob  f o r  us  he re . "

I n  a  dom inan t  cas t e  soc i e t y ,  a  man

th i nk s  he  can  do  any th i ng  t o  h i s  wi f e .

Tha t  was  such  an  accep tab l e  no rm .  I

h ad  wi tnes sed  a  cas t e  Panchaya t  o f  a

lowe r  cas t e  commun i t y  whe re  a  wi f e

had  been  k i l l ed  by  he r  husband .  He

ba t t e r ed  he r  eve r yday  and  one  day ,  she

d i ed  f r om  be ing  seve re l y  t h r a shed .  I t

was  se t t l ed  by  t he  cas t e  Panchaya t  as

an  acc iden t  and  a  p r i v a t e  f am i l y  mat t e r

and  po l i ce  i n t e r ven t i on  was  avo ided .

Th i s  happened  i n  a  pos t  90s  I nd i an

soc i e t y  whe re  i n  v i l l ages ,  cas t e

Panchaya t s  were  condon ing  domes t i c

v i o l ence  as  a  p r i v a t e  mat t e r .  I  had

w i t nes sed  a  young  boy  be ing  ba t t e r ed

by  c rowds  on  t he  r oad  f o r  s t ea l i ng  a  10

rupee  no te  f r om  an  RTC  conduc to r .

Th i s  happens  i n  ou r  soc i e t y  whe re

the re  i s  so  much  wh i t e -co l l a r

e xp lo i t a t i on  and  co r r up t i on .  Such

hypoc r i s y  t r oub l ed  me  a  l o t .

My  en t r y  i n t o  s tud i e s  i n  l i t e r a t u r e  t ook

p l ace  f o r  a  d i f f e r en t  r ea son .  The re  were

ve r y  f ew  cho i ces  f o r  women .  One  o f  t he

cho i ces  f o r  s tuden t s  was  t o  ge t  i n t o

eng inee r i ng ,  bu t  women  were  no t

encou raged .  Tha t ' s  when  I  en te r ed  i n t o

l i t e r a t u r e .  L i t e r a t u r e  has  he lped  me  
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i den t i f y  t he  ques t i ons  t ha t  va r i ous

l i t e r a r y  peop le  a re  pos i ng  t o  soc i e t y .  I t

may  be  V i rg i n i a  Woo l f ,  E l a i ne  Showa l t e r

k i nd  o f  f em in i s t  wr i t e r s ,  t he  newe r

t r ends  o f  Da l i t  l i t e r a t u r e  and  pos t -

co lon i a l  c r i t i c i sm .  I t  was  a  r e l i e f  t o

know  t he r e  were  peop le  who  have

s im i l a r  ques t i ons  l i k e  me .  The re  a re

peop le  who  a re  ou t  t he r e ,  r eady  t o  work

upon  t hose  ques t i ons .  So  t ha t ' s  how  I

en t e r ed  i n t o  t h i s  s tudy  and  f ound

so l ace .

Interview with 
Dr. Sowjanya
Tamalapakula

2. Ma'am, in a paper caste-ing queer identities,
you talk about how Dalit movement is
predominantly masculine, caste-based idea
that upper caste women's bodies are desirable
while marginalizing even hetero sexual Dalit
women. Marginalized Dalit queer women must
be at the receiving end of all the injustices
these intersectional issues can offer. Can you
please elaborate on your understanding of
Dalit women's queer movement spaces?
Pa t r i a r chy  i s  a  ve r y  comp lex  s t r uc tu r e

and  i t  has  a  ve r y  symb io t i c  r e l a t i onsh ip

w i t h  va r i ous  o the r  soc i a l  s t r uc tu r e s ,

name l y  r ace ,  cas t e ,  c l a s s  and  even

he te rono rma t i v i t y .  Pa t r i a r chy  canno t

sus t a i n  wi thou t  he te rono rma t i v i t y  a t

a lmos t  g loba l  l e ve l .  He te rono rma t i v i t y

becomes  t he  no rm  whe re  pa t r i a r chy  has

a  symb io t i c  r e l a t i onsh ip  wi th  i t .  Fo r

examp le ,  i f  you  come  t o  a  soc i e t y  whe re

the re  i s  r ace  t hen  t he  r ac i a l l y

homogenous  f am i l i e s  b reed  r ac i sm .

S im i l a r l y ,  cas t e  endogamous  f am i l i e s

b reed  cas t e i sm .  Wi th  a l l  t hese

s t r uc tu r e s ,  t he r e  a re  a l so  ve r y  sub t l e ,

no t  ve r y  exp l i c i t  s t r uc tu r e s ,  f o r

i n s t ance ,  ab l e -bod ied  d i scou r se  (whe re

the  d i sab i l i t y  i s  s t i gma t i z ed )  and  t he

body -beau t y  concep t  (wh ich  b reeds  a

b ina r y  o f  beau t i f u l /ug l y ) ,  f a t nes s  and  as

we l l  as  he te rono rma t i v i t y  wh ich

s t i gma t i z e s  t he  quee r .  

These  soc i a l  s t r uc tu r e s  a re  l e a s t

t ang ib l e  t o  peop le  because  t hose  a re

mo re  i n t e l l i gen t  s t r uc tu r e s .  They

ope ra t e  a t  a  l e ve l  t o  make  peop le

be l i e ve  a  woman  na tu r a l l y  ge t s   

a t t r ac t ed  t o  a  man  and  v i ce  ve r sa .  So ,

quee r  i den t i t i e s  o r  i deas  abou t  body

beau t y  concep t s  and  concep t s  o f  bod i l y

au tonomy ,  t hey  don ' t  appea r  much

o f t en  i n  ou r  d i scuss i ons .  So ,  wha t  i s

Da l i t  movemen t?  We  need  t o

unde r s t and  wha t  i t  i s  because  i n  t he

pos t  Ambedka r i t e  t imes  o f  Da l i t

movemen t ,  i f  you  on l y  cons ide r  men ' s

s t r ugg l e s  o r  t he  he te rosexua l  man ' s

r e s i l i ence  as  t he  Da l i t  movemen t ,  t hen

the  Da l i t  movemen t  i s  ve r y

he te ropa t r i a r cha l  as  we l l .  I t  doesn ’ t

c r i t i c a l l y  engage  wi th  t he

ma rg i na l i z a t i on  o f  Da l i t  women .

Bu t  i f  you  l ook  a t  t he  po l i t i c a l  s t r ugg l e s

o f  Da l i t  women ,  I  come  ac ros s  a  l o t  o f  

 women  who  a re  no t  j u s t  f i gh t i ng  t he

B rahm in i ca l  pa t r i a r chy ,  bu t  a l so  f i gh t i ng

aga in s t  t he  he te rono rma t i v i t y .  I  come

ac ros s  many  Da l i t s  who  a re  quee r  i n

va r i ous  d i f f e r en t  ways .  The re  a re

l e sb i an  Da l i t  women ,  d i sab l ed  o r

T r ansgende r  Da l i t  women .  The re  a re

women  who  a re  b i sexua l s ,  so  t hey

ac tua l l y  s t r ong l y  upho ld  t he  no t i on  o f

decons t r uc t i ng  t he  B rahman i ca l

pa t r i a r chy  i s  a l so  abou t  decons t r uc t i ng

the  he te rono rma t i v i t y  as  we l l .

Pa t r i a r chy ,  among  OBC  cas t e  g roups ,

may  ope ra t e  d i f f e r en t l y .  So ,  Manu

h imse l f  sa id  t ha t  pa t r i a r chy  f o r

B r ahm ins  shou ld  be  t ha t  t he  woman  be

bu rned  on  t he  py re  o f  he r  husband  i n

t he  name  o f  Sa t i .  Fo r  OBCs ,  he  sa id  t ha t

t he  widow  can  ge t  i n t o  a  l e v i r a t e

ma r r i age  because  Shud ra  bod ie s  a re

cons ide red  t o  be  l abou r i ng  bod ie s ,

l abou r i ng  f o r  t he  bene f i t  o f  t he  uppe r

s t r a t a  -  t he  t h r ee  t i e r s  o f  soc i e t y ,

name l y  B rahm in ,  Ksha t r i y a  and  Vyshya .

The i r  a im  i s  on l y  t o  l abou r  and  bege t

bod i e s  t ha t  l abou r  f o r  t he  f u t u r e

gene ra t i on .  So ,  t he i r  women  canno t

cons i s t  o f  sexua l  o r  cas t e  pu r i t y  bu t  j u s t

g i ve  b i r t h  t o  ch i l d r en  as  t hose  ch i l d r en

w i l l  be  t he  l abou r i ng  bod ie s  f o r  t he

bene f i t  o f  t he  uppe r  t h r ee  t i e r s  o f

soc i e t y .  Tha t  doesn ' t  mean  t he  Shud ra
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commun i t y  doesn ' t  have  pa t r i a r chy .  I t

h a s  a  d i f f e r en t  k i nd  o f  pa t r i a r chy .

S im i l a r l y ,  f o r  t he  Da l i t  commun i t y ,  t hey

have  a  d i f f e r en t  se t  o f  no rms .

Obv ious l y ,  Da l i t s  won ' t  do  pada  pu j a  (a

r i t ua l  o f  worsh ip i ng  husband ,  a  no rm  i n

dom inan t -cas t e  f am i l i e s )  o r  even  do

pu j a  (worsh ip  o f  H indu  gods )  because

they  can ' t  en te r  t emp le s  because  t hey

a re  scavenge r s  ( t o i l e t  c l eane r s ) ;  t hey

have  t o  c l ean  d i r t  and  r emove

ca rcas ses .  Gende r  ope ra t e s  d i f f e r en t l y

i n  d i f f e r en t  cas t e  g roups .  One  has  t o

f i gh t  B rahman i ca l  pa t r i a r chy  as  we l l  as

he te rono rma t i v i t y  wh ich  wi l l  l e ad  t o

unde r s t and ing  o f  t he  body  i n  i t s  t r ue

sense .  Why  i s  d i sab i l i t y  a  p rob l em?

Because  we  a re  l i v i ng  i n  a  soc i e t y  t ha t

i s  s t r uc tu r ed  by  cas t e ,  c l a s s ,  pa t r i a r chy

o f  t he  ab l e  bod ied  peop le .  The re fo r e ,

t he  ab l e -bod ied  he te rosex i sm  becomes

the  no rm  and  t he  r e s t  o f  t he  peop le

wou ld  be  s t i gma t i z ed ,  sub juga ted  and

even  v i o l a t ed .  The re fo r e ,  t hese  bod ie s

wh i ch  a re  no t  no rma t i ve  wi l l  be

exc luded  and  d i sc r im ina t ed  aga in s t  and

even tua l l y  hum i l i a t ed .  So ,  t hey  a re

i n t r i n s i ca l l y  l i n ked  s t r uc tu r e s .  We  have

to  unw ind  and  b reak  t hem  o r  b reak

them  a l l  t oge the r .  You  canno t  j u s t  b reak

one  because  t he  o the r  s t r uc tu r e s  a re

s t i l l  i n  t a c t .  So ,  wha t  do  you  do  when

you  have  t o  k i l l  a  t r ee?  You  have  t o

up roo t  i t ,  no t  j u s t  cu t  t he  b ranches .

Those  who  a re  p r i v i l eged ,  t hose  who

a re  non -p r i v i l eged ,  t hose  who  a re  ve r y

opp res sed ,  a l l  o f  t hem ,  and  a l l  o f  us ,

see  i n equa l i t i e s  and  hum i l i a t i on  i n  ou r

soc i e t y ,  and  f a ce  d i sc r im ina t i on  f o r

be i ng  women ,  be ing  Da l i t s ,  be ing

d i sab l ed  and  no t  be ing

he te rono rma t i ve .  Peop le  do  f a ce  a l l

k i nds  d i sc r im ina t i on ,  espec i a l l y  i n  a

soc i e t y  t ha t  i s  b l a t an t  abou t

d i s c r im ina t i on .  I t  i s  i n ev i t ab l e  f o r  a

pe r son  t o  be  awa re  o f  t he  i n equa l i t i e s .

E xamp le  -  how  ea r l y  wou ld  one  know

3. Do you see instances of discrimination
based on caste in daily life? And how blatant or
nuanced is it?

abou t  one ' s  own  cas t e?  I  have  a  ch i l d ,

so  I  a l so  obse r ve  a  l o t  o f  ch i l d r en

a round  whe re  ch i l d r en  as  young  as  6 -

yea r  o ld  a re  awa re  o f  t he i r  cas t e

i den t i t y .  They  a re  a l so  awa re  t ha t  cas t e

has  an  imp l i c i t  h i e r a r chy ,  so  one

shou ld  be  awa re  o f  one ' s  own  cas t e

i den t i t y .  I n  an  u rban  soc i e t y  l i k e

Hyde rabad ,  i f  you  see  any  apa r tmen t

b lock ,  t he  ch i l d r en  o f  t he  r e s i den t s  do

no t  p l ay  wi th  t he  ch i l d r en  o f  t he

secu r i t y  gua rds  o r  ma id - se r van t s .  How

do  t he  ch i l d r en  know  whom  t o  p l ay

w i t h?  So ,  ch i l d r en  a re  ve r y  much  awa re

o f  t he  i n equa l i t y .  I t  i s  com ing  as

know ledge  f r om  pa ren t s .  I f  you  ask  me

‘wha t  cas t e  i s ,  Cas te  i s  keep ing  a

sepa ra t e  cup  o r  p l a t e  f o r  t he  ma id -

se r van t .  These  a re  a l l  i n t r i n s i ca l l y  cas t e

and  o r i g i na t ed  f r om  t he  cas t e - sy s t em .

One  canno t  deny  t he r e  i s  no  cas t e

d i sc r im ina t i on .  We  wou ld  l i k e  t o

be l i e ve  t ha t  i t  i s  c l a s s  and  no t  cas t e ,

bu t  i t  i s  cas t e .  We  o f t en  see  t he  pe r son

c l ea r i ng  t he  ga rbage  b in  i s  no t  a

b rahm in .  C las s  and  cas t e  a re  s t r ong l y

l i n ked  s t r uc tu r e s .  Cas te  i s  no t  c l a s s ,

bu t  c l a s s  i s  one  aspec t  o f  cas t e .  I t  i s

b l a t an t  i n  a  way  t ha t  peop le  ask  abou t

cas t e  ve r y  shame le s s l y -  wha t  i s  you r

cas t e?  A t  t imes ,  when  I  s i t  i n  a  t r a i n  t o

go  t o  my  home town ,  I  t a l k  t o  peop le

s i t t i ng  bes ide  me .  They  ask  ques t i ons

l i k e  ‘do  you  have  ch i l d r en?  Where  do

you  l i v e?  Do  you  work  o r  s tudy? ’  A f t e r

a l l  t h i s ,  t he  immed i a t e  ques t i on  i s

‘wh ich  cas t e  do  you  be long  t o? ’  Peop le

don ' t  f ee l  ashamed .  Th i s  i s  cas t e

d i sc r im ina t i on .  Ca r r y i ng  a  cas t e  i n  you r

own  name  o r  suname  i s  cas t e .  Th i s  i s

a l l  d i sc r im ina t i on .

4. How perceptive are people when you
discuss caste and gender issues? Do you
observe any ignorance when you get into such
discussions?
Peop le  a re  no t  i gno ran t .  Peop le  a re

s imp l y  p r i v i l eged .  I f  you  a re  i gno r i ng

the  f a c t  t ha t  t he r e  i s  dowry  v i o l ence ,

you  a re  p r i v i l eged .  I f  you  no rma l i z e  t he

dowry  sy s t em  o r  cas t e ,  you  a re
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One  i s  no t  i gno ran t  o f  t he  f a c t  t ha t  cas t e

i s  i n j u s t i ce .  One  i s  awa re  t ha t  cas t e  i s

t he i r  p r i v i l ege .  Some t imes  i t  may  be  t he

on l y  p r i v i l ege  t ha t  t hey  may  be  ca r r y i ng .

One  may  no t  be  ve r y  i n t e l l i gen t  o r  sma r t ,

bu t  one  can  ca r r y  cas t e  as  a  ve r y  s i l en t

r e se r va t i on  and  r ecommenda t i on .  The

cas t e  c l a s s  p r i v i l ege  en te r s  i n t o

unde r s t and ing  i s sues  o f  gende r  and

pa t r i a r chy .  So ,  o f t en  i n  mos t  Te lugu

s t a t e s ,  women  don ' t  f i nd  t he  dowry

sy s t em  as  a  soc i a l  ev i l  because  cas t e

and  c l a s s  p r i v i l ege  make  women  b l i nd  t o  

pa t r i a r chy .  Ra the r  t han  say i ng  t ha t

t hey ' r e  pa t r i a r cha l ,  i t  i s  t ha t  cas t e  and

c l a s s  a re  mak ing  t hem  p r i v i l eged  t o

make  t hem  embrace  pa t r i a r chy .  Even  i n

my  f am i l y ,  du r i ng  wedd ings  I  ask  some

ques t i ons .  I s  t he r e  dowry  i n vo l ved?

Go ing  t o  a  wedd ing  whe re  t he r e  i s

dowry  i n vo l ved  i s  i t s e l f  a  c r ime .  You  can

ge t  a r r e s t ed  f o r  i t .  How  o f t en  do  peop le

ge t  a r r e s t ed?  They  don ' t .  I t  i s

no rma l i z ed  now .  When  I  ask  peop le  i f

t he r e  i s  dowry  i n vo l ved ,  t hey  say  “Yes ,

j u s t  10  l a khs  o r  12  l a khs ,  no t  so  much ” ,

“Jus t  1  c ro re  wor th  o f  p rope r t y ” ,  “He r

pa ren t s  a re  ve r y  r i ch  bu t  t hey ' r e  j u s t

g i v i ng  20  l a khs ”  e tc .  When  I  ask  “Don ' t

you  t h i nk  i t ' s  a  c r ime  o r  a  soc i a l  ev i l ? ” ,

p eop l e  wou ld  deny  i t  say i ng  i t  i s  t he r e

eve r ywhe re .  They  a l so  say ,  o the rw i se

you  won ' t  ge t  a  pa r t ne r .  Wha t  happens  i f

you  don ' t  ge t  a  pa r t ne r ?  Wha t  happens  i f

you  l e t  you r  daugh te r  o r  son  choose

the i r  own  pa r t ne r ?  They  may  choose

ou t s i de  t he i r  cas t e .  So  t he  pa ren t a l

con t r o l  on  mar r i age  i s  impo r t an t  i n  t h i s

soc i e t y .  A l l  t hese  comp lex  ques t i ons  a re

a round  us  as  s imp l i s t i c  i s sues  bu t  t hey

appea r  s imp l i s t i c  on l y  because  o f  t he

p r i v i l ege  t hese  peop le  have .  A  Da l i t

won ' t  go  a round  b l a t an t l y  t a l k i ng  abou t

cas t e .  A  poo r  woman  won ' t  boas t  abou t

how  much  dowry  he r  pa ren t s  pa id .

Peop l e  a re  no t  i gno ran t ,  t hey  a re

p r i v i l eged .

I f  you ' r e  r ea l l y  commi t t ed ,  don ' t  go  t o

t he  house  o f  t he  same  cas t e  pe r son  t o

seek  a  b r i de  o r  g room  f o r  you r  son /

daugh te r .  A l l ow  t hem  t o  exp lo r e  and

ma r r y  t he  pe r son  o f  t he i r  cho i ce .  How

o f t en  do  pa ren t s  ask  t he i r  ch i l d r en  i f

t hey  l i k e  anyone?  I f  a  ch i l d  says  t hey

l i k e  someone ,  t he  f i r s t  ques t i on  i s  wh ich

cas t e  s /he  be longs  t o?  Don ' t  t a ke  o r  t a l k

abou t  dowry .  Sha re  t he  work  i n  t he

p r i v i l eged .  Fo r  examp le ,  once  I  was

com ing  back  f r om  f i e l d  work  i n  a  r emo te

v i l l age .  I  was  i n  a  bus  and  I  was  s t and ing

ou t  because  I  was  speak i ng  Eng l i sh .  A

young  boy  s i t t i ng  bes ide  me  became

cu r i ous  and  asked  me  who  I  am  and  my

job .  I  t o l d  h im  t ha t  I  was  go ing  f o r  some

f i e l d  work .  He  f e l t  happy .  The  nex t

momen t  he  asked  me  i n  Eng l i sh  “wh ich

cas t e  do  you  be long  t o? ”  He  sa id  he

comp le t ed  h i s  B .Tech  and  was  l ook i ng

fo r  a  j ob  i n  Hyde rabad .  So ,  I  sa id  t ha t  I

don ' t  be long  t o  t ha t  p l ace ,  so  he

wou ldn ' t  know  my  cas t e .  I t  was  c l ea r

t ha t  I  d in t  wan t  t o  t a l k  abou t  my  cas t e

i den t i t y .  S t i l l ,  he  asked  me  whe re  I  come

f rom .  I  s imp l y  t o l d  h im  I  come  f r om

Bombay ,  and  s i nce  he  doesn ' t  know  t he

Maha ra sh t r a  cas t e  sy s t em ,  he  wou ldn ' t

know  my  cas t e .  He  was  s t i l l  pe r s i s t en t .  I

r andom ly  p i cked  a  cas t e  name  and  t o l d

h im  I  be long  t ha t  cas t e .  He  r eques t ed

me  t o  t r ans l a t e  t ha t  i n t o  Te lugu .  I  asked

h im  how  one  can  t r ans l a t e  a  p rope r

noun  i n t o  Te lugu .  He  t hen  asked  whe re

does  my  cas t e  f i t s  i n  t he  h i e r a r chy?  I s  i t

OBC ,  OC ,  SC  o r  ST?  He  was  ve r y

pe r s i s t en t  abou t  know ing  my  cas t e .

Know ing  abou t  one ’ s  cas t e  i s  l eg i t im i zed

in  ou r  soc i e t y .  Peop le  migh t  cons ide r  i t

a s  a  p r i v acy  i s sue ,  bu t  i t ’ s  r ea l l y  a  soc i a l

and  po l i t i c a l  i s sue .  I t  i s  ce r t a i n l y

i n t r u s i ve ,  espec i a l l y  when  i t  happens  i n

a  s t r ange ,  pub l i c  space .  I f  a  pe r son  i s

b l a t an t l y  ask i ng  t he  o the r  pe r son ' s

cas t e ,  t ha t  pe r son  i s  no t  a  Da l i t .  Tha t

pe r son  has  cas t e  p r i v i l ege .
5. How do we as normal people, check  our
internalized biases against a person’s caste in
our daily lives? What are the small steps we can
take to make sure we do our part? We don’t
really have to be activists to change ourselves,
right?



f am i l y .  Boys  l e a rn  t ha t  t hey  don ' t  have  t o

sha re  work  f r om  t he i r  mothe r s  i n  midd le

c l a s s  f am i l i e s .  When  we  t a l k  abou t

pa t r i a r chy ,  we  have  t o  know  t ha t  i t  i s  no t

mono l i t h i c ,  i t  i s  d i ve r se .  I n  many  l owe r

cas t e  commun i t i e s ,  men  do  cook .  Make

you r  ch i l d r en  awa re  t ha t  cas t e  i s

h i e r a r chy ,  and  you  shou ld  b reak  i t  r a t he r

t han  t a k i ng  i t  on  you r  head  l i k e  a

p r i v i l ege .  Mar r i age  i s  a  ve r y  l a r ge

s t r uc tu r e  and  s t and -a lone  p i l l a r  t ha t ’ s

pe rpe tua t i ng  cas t e  h i e r a r ch i e s .  Mos t l y

same  cas t e  and  cas t e  endogenous

ma r r i age  i s  t he  p i l l a r  on  wh ich  cas t e -

sy s t em  depends  upon .  I 'm  no t  say i ng

cas t e  i s  t he  on l y  ba r r i e r  you  mus t  b reak .

One  shou ld  a l so  l ook  f o r  one ' s  po l i t i c a l

and  i n t e l l e c tua l  compa t i b i l i t y .  Look  f o r

t ha t  k i nd  o f  compan ionsh ip ,  r a t he r  t han

cas t e .

v i o l ence .  So ,  who  o rgan i zed  t hese

women  o r  men  t o  f i gh t  D i sha ' s  case?

These  a re  na tu r a l  l e ade r sh ip s .  The

peop le  who  came  on to  t he  r oad ,  t hey

na tu r a l l y  f e l t  t ha t  t he r e  has  been  an

in j u s t i ce  done  t o  someone  t hey  can

iden t i f y  wi th .  I f  t he r e  i s  a  woman  who  i s

a  begga r ,  o r  home le s s ,  o r  a  Mus l im ,  o r  a

Da l i t ,  I  do  no t  t h i nk  t he  same  l e ade r sh ip

w i l l  occu r ,  because  one  has  t o  i den t i f y

w i t h  t he  v i c t ims .  One  woman  shou ted

f r om  t he  c rowds  p ro te s t i ng  i n  D i sha ’ s

con tex t  “How  can  t hese  men  r ape  such

an  educa ted  and  we l l -behaved  woman

l i ke  D i sha?  D id  t hey  t h i nk  she  comes

f r om  some  t r i ba l  ham le t  o r  l ooks  l i k e  a

t r i ba l  woman? ”  She  ve r y  b l a t an t l y  sa id

tha t  she  d id  no t  appea r  t o  be  a  l owe r -

cas t e  woman  t o  be  r aped  a t  midn igh t .  
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Interview with 
Dr. Sowjanya
Tamalapakula

Thank you so much Dr Sowjanya!

6. The reality of equality is different than what it
seems to be. Can you please  let us know what it
means to seek justice when the person is
marginalized? (say a queer Dalit woman)
I n  a  nu t she l l ,  o rgan i ze !  One  shou ld

o rgan i ze  t o  seek  j u s t i ce  and  t o  access

the  cons t i t u t i ona l  r i gh t s  t o  sa f e t y  and

secu r i t y .  I t  i s  t r ue  t ha t  f o r  t he  l owe r

rungs  o f  soc i e t y ,  i t  i s  a lmos t  imposs i b l e

to  seek  j u s t i ce  because  t hey  a re

sha t t e r ed .  Today  we  have  examp le s  o f

Da l i t s  o rgan i z i ng  t hemse l ves ,  bu t  f o r

women ,  i t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  o rgan i ze  because

the  same  t ype  o f  c l a s s -cas t e  i n equa l i t y

seeps  i n t o  t he  ca tego r y  o f  women .  So ,

women  a l so  need  t o  o rgan i ze  i n t o  such

k inds  o f  s t r uc tu r a l  ope ra t i ons .  To  g i ve

one  examp le ,  wh ich  t r oub l ed  me  f o r  a

long  t ime ,  was  t he  movemen t  on  D i sha

(A  r ape -case  o f  a  young  woman  who  was

murde red  by  a  gang  o f  men  i n  2019  i n

t he  c i t y  o f  Hyde rabad ) .  We  cou ld

obse r ve  t he  na tu r a l  women  l e ade r s  f r om

midd l e  c l a s s  f am i l i e s  p ro te s t i ng  t he  s t a t e

fo r  i t s  f a i l u r e  t o  p ro tec t  women  f r om  r ape

and  

The  d i f f i cu l t y  i n  o rgan i z i ng  women  i s

t hese  ca tego r i e s  and  wa te r t i gh t

compa r tmen t s  cas t e ,  commun i t y  and

e thn i c i t y .  As  l ong  as  one  i s  no t  awa re  o f

one ' s  p r i v i l ege ,  i t  becomes  d i f f i cu l t  t o

f i gh t  i n j u s t i ce .  I  sha red  t h i s  examp le  f o r

2  r ea sons  t o  show  t ha t  women  do  no t

i den t i f y  wi th  a l l  women .  The  second

th i ng  i s  t ha t  t he  same  women  a re  no t

l ook i ng  a t  t he  pa t r i a r cha l  na tu re  o f  t he

movemen t .  Few  days  be fo re  D i sha

happened ,  i n  Ke ra l a ,  i n - l aws '  f am i l y

k i l l ed  t he i r  daugh te r - i n - l aw  by

s t a r va t i on .  Why  a ren ’ t  women

p ro te s t i ng  t ha t ?  Why  a re  t he  same

h ighe r -cas t e ,  midd le  c l a s s  women  no t

p ro t e s t i ng  t he  v i o l ence  i n  t he  f am i l y ?

Because ,  i t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  f i gh t  f am i l y ,

ma r r i age  and  r e l a t ed  sy s t ems .  I t  i s  l i k e

f i gh t i ng  aga in s t  one ’ s  own  se l f .

F i gh t i ng  pa t r i a r chy  i s  l i k e  r emov ing

p i l l a r s  t ha t  a re  g i v i ng  you  p r i v i l ege .

One  o f  t he  d i f f i cu l t i e s  o f  f i gh t i ng

i n j u s t i ce  i s  due  t o  l a ck  o f

unde r s t and ing  o f  comp lex i t i e s  o f  t he

soc i e t y .

By Saroja Nimmagadda, Sampada Kuwar
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From 
Donor's Heart 

Chandana Suggala

My  f r i e nd  Kaumud i  i s  t h e  f ounde r  o f

t he  o rgan i z a t i on .  I  have  known

Kaumud i  f o r  ove r  30  yea r s .  She  i s  an

hones t  and  f o r t h r i gh t  woman  who

doesn ' t  shy  away  f r om  t a k i ng  on  ha rd

t a s k s  o r  f r om  cha l l eng i ng  t h e  s t a t u s

quo .  The  f a c t  t h a t  she  f ounded  t h i s

o r gan i z a t i on  and  he r  t i r e l e s s  e f f o r t s  i n

c r ea t i ng  and  execu t i ng  t h e

i nnume rab l e  awa renes s  p rog r ams /

ac t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  hea l t h  and  sa f e t y  o f

women  and  ch i l d r en ,  t h e  f l ood  and

COV ID  r e l i e f  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e

unde rp r i v i l eged  p rove  he r  commi tmen t

t o  t h e  be t t e rmen t  o f  t h e

unde rp r i v i l eged  commun i t i e s  a round

he r .  I  chose  LSF  because  o f  my

immense  f a i t h  i n  Kaumud i ' s  ab i l i t y  t o

make  a  d i f f e r ence  i n  t h i s  wo r l d .

Su r a k sha  au r  Samman ,  Men ta l  hea l t h

awa renes s ,  educa t i on  f o r  t h e

unde rp r i v i l eged  and  Re l i e f  ac t i v i t i e s

a r e  some  o f  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e s  t h a t  t r u l y

i n sp i r e  me .  My  expe r i ence  w i t h  LSF

had  been  ve r y  smoo th  and  f u l f i l l i n g .

The  en t i r e  p roces s  i s  t r a n spa r en t  -

s t a r t i ng  f r om  he l p i ng  us  unde r s t and

the  causes ,  t h e  p roces s  t o  dona t e ,

r e ce i p t s ,  t h e  t r a c k i ng  o f  how  t h e  f unds

a r e  be i ng  u t i l i z ed ,  and  t h e  f i n a l

r epo r t i ng .

I  Have  known  Kaumud i ,  t h e  f ounde r  o f

LSF  f o r  a round  20  yea r s .  I  wan ted  t o

go  w i t h  a  t r u s t ed  o rgan i z a t i on  so  t h a t

wha t eve r  l i t t l e  we  dona t e  r e aches  t h e

needy  peop l e  and  t h e  f unds  a r e  used

app rop r i a t e l y .  A l l  t h e  ac t i v i t i e s  LSF  i s

do i ng  a r e  commendab l e .  They  a r e

do i ng  an  amaz i ng  j o b .   

Sampoorna Ramakrishna

Learning Space Foundation
is built on Honesty, Integrity,
Passion, and Trust. The LSF
team goes to great lengths to
help the people in need. 
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From 
Volunteer's Heart 

Volunteer.
Start where you are.
Use what you have.
Do what you can.
Drop an email to 

info@learningspace.co.in
Ram Kumar

Founder, Samaritans for the Nation

Be ing  i n  t he  NGO  space ,  I  know

LSF  f o r  t he  pas t  coup le  o f  yea r s .

LSF  has  been  do ing  a  g rea t  j ob

by  se r v i ng  t he  needy  espec i a l l y

i n  t hese  d i f f i cu l t  t imes .  I  t ook

ca re  o f  a  f ew  o f  t he i r  ac t i v i t i e s  i n

t r i ba l  ham le t s  l i k e  d i s t r i bu t i ng

masks ,  PPE  k i t s ,  pu l se  oxyme te r s

t o  f r on t l i ne  war r i o r s  and  g roce r y

k i t s ,  bas i c  home  i s o l a t i on  k i t s  t o

t he  needy .  They  a re  do ing  a

g rea t  work  i n  de l i ve r i ng  Cov id

re l i e f .  

Wha t  I  l i k e  i n  t h em  i s  t h ey  a r e  ve r y

t r an spa r en t  and  genu i ne .  And  my

expe r i ence  wo rk i ng  w i t h  t h em  has

been  ve r y  smoo th  and  f u l f i l l i n g .  I

wou l d  l o ve  t o  con t i nue  my

co l l abo r a t i on  w i t h  LSF .  I n  f a c t ,  I

r eques t  t h em  t o  come  f o rwa rd  t o

suppo r t  g i r l  educa t i on  i n  t r i b a l

ham le t s .

Ram Kumar, founder of Samaritans for the Nation, is a mechanical
engineer by profession. He has been passionately working to serve the
needy for the past 7 years. He has been closely associated with Robin
Hood Army and leading the team as city head. He is also a part of Vata
Foundation and worked with India Literacy Project. For the past 2 years,
all his work has been in the tribal areas of Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh. Learning Space Foundation is proud to collaborate with him!



LEARNING SPACE FOUNDATION

Transforming Lives Through Awareness

Empower children, their helping

adults, teachers and social workers

with safety skills and prevent child

sexual abuse 

Catalyze behavioral change by

developing a culture of respect,

tolerance and empathy towards

other genders

Reduce risk-taking behaviours

among adolescents and youth

through value enhanced life skills

and enable them to make informed

choices about their life

Provide basic needs & infrastructure

support to government schools and

poor students 

Spread awareness on Menstrual

Hygiene, Sexual and Reproductive

health and Mental health

Vision
We envision and strive to co-create an

inclusive world that meets every human’s

basic needs for safety, respect and health

and that has equitable focus on growth.

Our mission is to prevent sexual abuse of

children and women, develop a culture of

respect for the other genders and empower

adolescents and youth with life skills and

safety skills.

About us
We strongly believe that the first step in creating a better society is empowering our future

citizens. Our main focus is prevention of child sexual abuse. We also work for empowerment

of marginalized children, youth and women by raising awareness and educating them about

health, safety and social issues and building necessary skills to enable them overcome success

barriers.

Objectives

Mission

Outreach and Impact 
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Po l i ce  pe r sonne l  a re  one  o f  t he  many

f i gh te r s  t ha t  a re  commi t t ed  t o  ensu r i ng

the  sa f e t y  o f  c i t i z ens  eve r y  day .  To

ensu re  t he i r  sa f e t y ,  we  suppo r t ed

N i rma l  Po l i ce  wi th  5K  3  p l y  f a ce  masks ,

1K  g loves  and  900  san i t i z e r s .  on  28

Ap r i l ,  2021 .

We  conduc ted  7 th  ba tch  o f  3 -day

S reyobh i l a a sh i  workshop  f r om  13  -

15  Ap r i l .  Th rough  t h i s ,  we  c rea t e

awa reness  among  adu l t s  on  ch i l d

sexua l  abuse  and  need  f o r  ac t i on ,

p rov ide  r e sou rces  t o  t hem  t o  i n i t i a t e

t he  conve r sa t i on  wi th  t he i r  ch i l d r en

abou t  pe r sona l  sa f e t y ,  p rov ide  hand -

ho ld i ng  suppo r t  un t i l  t hey  a re

comfo r t ab l e  wi th  t h i s .  We  expec t  t o

r each  one  l a kh  ch i l d r en  t h rough

these  t r a i ned  S reyobh i l a a sh i s .

Recent Events
and Activities

1. Sreyobhilaashi 
Workshop

On  30  Ap r ,  we  suppo r t ed  5  da i l y

wage  worke r  f am i l i e s  i n

Mahbubnaga r  wi th  d ry  r a t i on  f o r  a

mon th .  Founda t i on  f o r  Sus t a i nab l e

Deve lopmen t  he lped  us  i n  t he

g round .

3. Support to Daily
Wage Workers

2. Covid Essentials to
Nirmal Police 

14
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On  16  May ,  we  o rgan i zed  an  hou r -

l ong  ses s i on  on  se l f -ca re  f o r  t he

we l f a r e  o f  women  wi th  Ms .  Ra j e swa r i

Ja s t i ,  a  Counse l i ng  Psycho log i s t ,

l e c tu r e r ,  l i f e  sk i l l s  t r a i ne r  and

En t r ep reneu r .

Recent Events
and Activities

4. Psycho-Social
Counseling
Our  f ounde r ,  Ms  Kaumud i  Naga ra j u

and  vo lun tee r  Na l i n i  were  a  pa r t  o f  a

team  o f  11  counse l l o r s  o f f e r i ng  t o

counse l  unde r  an  i n i t i a t i v e  by  t he

Rachakonda  Po l i ce  Commis s i one r a t e .

Th i s  was  l aunched  on  10  May  t o  he lp

peop le  dea l  wi th  t he  psycho - soc i a l

cha l l enges  t h rown  by  t he  pandem ic .

We  p rov ided  300  needy  peop le  i n

r u r a l  a reas  who  a re  home

qua ran t i n i ng  wi th  bas i c  med ic i ne

k i t s .  Our  t e am  suppo r t ed  t he  mos t

vu lne r ab l e  popu l a t i on  i n  9  v i l l ages  i n

Mahbubabad ,  Bad rad r i  Ko thagudem

d i s t r i c t s  i n  Te l angana  du r i ng  17  &  18

May .

6. Home Isolation 
kits distribution

5. Power hour - 
For Her

15



We  conduc ted  an  I n s t ag r am  l i v e  wi th

D r .  Sow jana  Tama l apaku l a ,  ass i s t an t

p ro f e s so r  a t  Ta ta  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Soc i a l

Sc i ences  and  i n t e r sec t i ona l  f em in i s t

on  Rea l i t y  o f  Equa l i t y  on  19  May .

Recent Events
and Activities

7. Covid essentials for
Frontline Warriors
On  18  May ,  we  suppo r t ed  a  f ew

p r ima r y  hea l t hca re  cen te r s  i n

Mannanu r ,  Amrabad  and  Achampe t  i n

Naga r ku rnoo l  d i s t r i c t  i n  Te l angana

w i t h  15  ox ime te r s  and  40  PPE  k i t s .

'Sama r i t ans  f o r  t he  Na t i on '  i s  ou r

g round  suppo r t .  

On  18  May ,  we  suppo r t ed  a  f ew

p r ima r y  hea l t hca re  cen te r s  i n

Mannanu r ,  Amrabad  and  Achampe t

i n  Naga r ku rnoo l  d i s t r i c t  i n  Te l angana

w i t h  15  ox ime te r s  and  40  PPE  k i t s .

'Sama r i t ans  f o r  t he  Na t i on '  i s  ou r

g round  suppo r t .  

9. Essential
Commodities
 to Tribal Hamlets

8. The Reality of 
Equality

16



Recent Events
and Activities

10. A session on 
Menstrual Moods

17

As  Cov id -19  second  wave  l a shes  t he

wo r l d ,  f r on t l i ne  worke r s  a re  r i s k i ng

the i r  own  l i v e s  t o  save  o the r s .  The

l eas t  we  can  do  i s  p rov ide  f o r  t he i r

s a f e t y  so  t ha t  t hey  can  con t i nue

the i r  work  on  g round .  On  31  May ,  we

p rov ided  150  PPE  k i t s  t o  t he  p r ima r y

hea l t hca re  cen te r  (PHC )  i n

Bommarama ram  i n  Keesa r a  manda l .  

On  t he  occas i on  o f  Mens t r ua l

Hyg i ene  Day  on  28  May ,  we

conduc ted  an  awa reness  ses s i on  on

the  poss i b l e  mechan i sms  f o r  mood

sw ings  du r i ng  mens t r ua t i on  and  how

dea l  wi th  t hem .  Dr  An i t a  Rego ,  a

psych i a t r i c  soc i a l  worke r ,  Mr  Kama l

Nayak ,  Founde r  o f  Good  Un i ve r se ,

Za i nab ,  R i sh i  and  Aanya  were  t he

speake r s .

W i t h  suppo r t  f r om  Aa l ambana

Founda t i on ,  I r v i ne ,  USA ,  we

suppo r t ed  two  needy  s tuden t s  wi th

the i r  schoo l  f ee .

12. Supporting 
Education of the 
Poor students

11. PPE kits to
Frontline Warriors



Thank You
Donors!




We are always open to any form of
public scrutiny.

Abhinav Sahu

Anasingaraju Rama Lakshmi

Ankit Sud

Ankush Agarwal

Anonymous

Ashok Kumar Para

Asima Rath

Bala Kishore Avala

Bonagiri Krishna Kishore

Chandana Suggala

Chandrakala K

Chinna Polinati

Madhavi Puvvada

Deepta Nibhanipudi

Durga Prasad Bade

Ganesh Balam

Gopal Erramagari

Harsh Kumar

Indira Velamuri

Indukuri Devi Sujana

Janaki Rama Raju Sagi

Jareena Shaik

Karuna Atmakuru

Katyayani

Kiran Goteti

We request all our donors to drop a message after making a donation
on WhatsApp (988214884) or send an email to

info@learningspace.co.in with transaction details so that we can send
the receipt.

Rohini Srinivas Dubasi

Sam Sharma

Sampoorna Sridevi Ramakrishna

Saroja Nimmagadda

Savita Sri Gattupalli

Sesha Venkata Raghav

Sheshadri Konda

Shradha Shankar

Shwetha Reddy Palleti

Sireesh Kumar Kasini

Sowmya Tummalapalli

Sravana Kumar Nagaraju

Srikanth Chilla

Subhash C Bose

Sudhakar Reddy A

Sunita Reddy Thadasina

Surya Prabha Vadlama

Suryanarayana Valluri

Swati Mohanrao Patil

Swetha Srinivasa Raghavan

Vijaya Devata

Vinod Nampally

Yadagiri Putta

Yashaswi Athreya V S
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Lalit Pattanayak

Harshita Harish

Akshita Harish

Maheshwar Vadakattudatta

Mallik Devulapalli

Mary Nannam

Meena Kumari Paladi

Mehar Kumar

Nalini Goteti

Narendra Kumar P

Natasha Duggal

Neelima Linga

Padmaja Gopaluni

Pavan Kumar Muppalla

Pavan Kumar Nagaraju

Pawan Kumar Cherukupalli

Pavan Kumar Muppalla

Pavan Kumar Nagaraju

Pawan Kumar Cherukupalli

Ramachandra Murthy Rayasam,

Ramakrishna Thangudu

Randeep Jaidka

Ravichandra Tiruvaipati

Raviteja Kamarapu

Giving is not just about making a donation.
It is about making a difference.  We thank all our
donors for making a difference in people's lives.



If you connect with any of our causes and would like to make a difference in someone's

life through donation, here are our details:

A/C Name: Learning Space Foundation  Bank, Branch: HDFC, Raheja Mindspace

Current account number: 50200037174521  IFSC Code: HDFC0009095       

Would you like to volunteer with us or support our activities in any way? Please drop an

email to info@learningspace.co.in

DESIGNED BY
SANSKRITI BHATIA

Thank you for reading!

+91 9885214884

@learning_space_foundation

https://facebook.com/LearningSpaceIndia

After making a donation please drop a message a on WhatsApp (988214884) or send an
email to info@learningspace.co.in with transaction details.

info@learningspace.co.in


